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WATTY GRAHAMS GAC, GLEN – CLUB NOTES - 13/02/12
Club Lotto Results 07/02/12
Lotto numbers were 21, 24 & 28.  There was no winner again this week and the jackpot rolls over for the fourth week in a row.  Next weeks prize is a massive £2500!
Adult & Underage Information / Registration Night
Thanks to all who attended Sunday’s Information / Registration night.  Anyone who did not attend and who has still not been registered, either as a playing member or an ordinary club member, must do so as soon as possible.  All new members, young and old, are more than welcome.  Please note that even if you are currently a paying member of ‘Club Glen’ you must fill out a new registration form. 
Watty Grahams / Craigmore Youth Club

The Youth Club is open every Wednesday and Saturday from 7:30pm to 9:30pm.  Please spread the word and bring a friend!
Ulster Senior Football League

The senior / reserve panel made the trip to Donaghmore on Sunday, with the senior team playing in their second game of the Ulster League and the reserve team playing a challenge game for their first game of the season.  The Donaghmore pitch was soft underneath with fairly long grass which meant bouncing of the ball was a no go and that the stamina of all teams would be tested.  The reserves were first to get underway and the first half in all honesty was a dismal effort from our lads.  Indeed it was Donaghmore that done all the scoring with our lads finding it hard to give any meaningful ball into our full forward line and therefore going in at half time without registering a single score!!  Half Time: Donaghmore 2-04 Glen 0-00.  After the management of Sean Higgins and Stephen Convery demanded a bit of pride in the jersey at half time the hope was that something could be salvaged from the game.  Donaghmore took off again though and fired over the first point of the second half from a free kick, and also registered their third goal of the day – in what was also to be their last score.  Their goal was cancelled out by Ben McGuckin after showing his soccer skills and putting the ball past the Donaghmore goalkeeper with the help of the post, for Glen’s first score of the game.  This encouraged everyone in the Glen colours and every man decided to put the shoulder to the wheel and two points from Bunty and one point from Ben McGuckin cut the deficit to eight points.  Player / manager Stephen Convery had also entered the fray at this stage in place of the injured James McCullagh and he had a big impact on the game.  Everyone was battling hard all over the pitch and with our defence on top at this stage we were camped inside the opposition half.  Karl Keane got his first (and probably only) point of the year after catching well in the full forward line and Stephen Convery also added a point after some good work.  With the deficit now six points, goals were required, and after working the ball out of defence, quickstep Ben McGuckin was spotted one on one with the full back and a long ball was sent in over their heads and bounced perfectly into the arms of the fast running Benji who rounded the keeper and fired to the net.  Despite some more chances to reduce the deficit further none were registered and the ref blew for full time.  Full Time Score: Donaghmore 3-05 Glen 2-05.  A defeat but at least some pride was salvaged and hopefully it’s a good wake up call for the rest of the year.  Team & Scorers: Gerard McKenna, James Lagan, Gavin Tallon, Odhran Glass, Johnny, Glass, Jim Glasgow, Kevin Brolly, Gavin O’Kane, Sean Convery, Conall McKee (0-02), James McCullagh, Shane O’Kane, Karl Keane (0-01), Ben McGuckin (2-01), Kevin McErlean.  Subs:  Stephen Convery (0-01) for James McCullagh.
The Senior Ulster League game followed directly afterwards and hopes were high after last weeks good victory over Magherafelt.  Apologies for the lack of information on the first fifteen minutes but I was too busy showering and making myself look pretty, however Glen in that period had found themselves one point ahead with the scores Donaghmore 0-05 Glen 2-01.  All of our scores had come from the boot of Ryan Winton who was causing all sorts of problems in there with his pace.  His first goal came when a high ball in was flicked by him onto the post but he adjusted quickly and fired into the net soccer style with the rebound.  His second goal saw him turn three of the Donaghmore defenders inside out and he despatched well to the net once again.  He also hit that first point of the game for Glen.  After this period Donaghmore equalised with a point from play after Glen lost possession in the forward line.  Donaghmore went ahead then when some loose defending enabled them to fire easily over the bar.  Sean Gribbon (hamstring) and Joe Bradley (back) had to retire injured for the Watty’s in the 25th minute and they were replaced by Sean Convery and Gavin O’Kane.  Ryan Winton, just before half time, fired over a point from a free kick after he had been fouled.  Level at half time; Donaghmore 0-08 Glen 2-02, with our lads not playing smoothly at all in that opening period.  Donaghmore raced out of the blocks in the second half and had a chance at goal early on with Gerard McKenna in the Glen goals making a very good point blank save to keep them at bay.  However, soon after, Donaghmore did get their first goal with our marking suspect once again.  Connlan Bradley had a chance from a free kick, won by Gavin O’Kane, that he would normally fire over with his eyes closed but it just went wide of the left hand post.  Ryan Winton also fired wide from a free kick after he had been fouled and the feeling in the stand was that it just wasn’t going to be our day, indeed the body language of all our players was there for all to see.  Donaghmore inexplicably introduced a sixteenth player when a nice shabby dog entered the field (looking for Shaggy no doubt) and during this time they registered another point to go four points clear.  Seanny McGroggan had control of the ball in the midfield area for Glen and lost possession after being tackled by the dog, and roundly received a good bollocking from McGill.  The dog was then sent behind the wire.  Ryan Winton had another chance from a free kick but again another wide was registered.  Donaghmore stepped up their game at this point and fired over three points from play in a row with marking duties abandoned by the Watty’s!  Donaghmore then got their second goal off the day which left ten points between the sides and the game secured for the home side.  Glen introduced their three remaining substitutes with Johnny Glass replacing Gavin O’Kane, Jim Glasgow replacing Sean Convery and Gavin Tallon replacing Connlan Bradley.  Dee Maguire roamed forward from half back and fired over a good point off his left boot for Glen’s first score of the second half.  This was cancelled out once again when a Donaghmore player was allowed to run 60 yards and he fired over the bar.  Dee Maguire got on the score sheet again with another fine point from 35 yards out.  The last act of the game went to Ciaran McFaul and his great free kick, after Leahy had been fouled, from fully 45 yards dissected the posts.  Final Score: Donaghmore 2-13 Glen 2-05.  Team & Scorers: Gerard McKenna, Dominic Carville, Kevin Bryson, Declan Brolly, Brendan O’Kane, Sean Gribbon, Damien Maguire (0-02), Connlan Bradley, Joe Bradley, Ciaran McFaul (0-01), Donal Leahy, Tommy McCloy, Seanny McGroggan, Mark O’Donnell, Ryan Winton (2-02).  Subs used: Sean Convery for Sean Gribbon, Gavin O’Kane for Joe Bradley, Johnny Glass for Gavin O’Kane, Jim Glasgow for Sean Convery, Gavin Tallon for Connlan Bradley.  A lesson for our lads no doubt and a bit of soul searching needed from each and every one of our senior / reserve panel.  Last week I was given a list of over 50 names for this year’s panel, with only 30 odd turning up for duty on Sunday, and a lot less at trainings, I think it’s time to get the fingers out the rest of you – you know who you are!  Trainings are every Tuesday and Thursday at 7:45pm.  The next game in the Ulster league is away to Ardboe this coming Sunday, 19 February, with throw in once again at 2pm.  Any support would be appreciated.  Thanks also to all supporters who travelled to Donaghmore.
St Pat’s Maghera Football & Camogie

Commiserations go to the camogs and management of St Pat’s who lost out in their All Ireland Senior Camogie Quarter Final tie with Presentation Convent of Kilkenny on Saturday 4 February.  Glen were represented on the panel by Rebecca Ferguson (captain) and Charlotte Burke, Eimear McNicholl and Sinead McDonald.
On a brighter note the Corn Na nOg team defeated Omagh CBS in their semi final on Saturday 4 February and they progress to the final where they will meet St Pat’s Academy, Dungannon.  Glen are represented on the panel by Conor Glass, James McCloskey, Jack Doherty and Conall Darragh.

Another win came for the MacRory team in the quarter final of the competition on Tuesday 7 February when they defeated Abbey CBS by the minimum margin in what was a hard fought encounter and a great advert for College’s football by all accounts.  Glen are well represented on this panel by Ulster Minor medal holders Ryan Dougan, Oisin Hegarty, Conor Carville, Conor Convery, Conor Gallagher, Paul Gunning, Danny Tallon and Stevie O’Hara. 
Website / Facebook & Notices

For all fixtures, throw in times and results, please see the fixtures section on the club website which can be found at www.wattygrahamsgac.com.  Keep an eye on club website also for regularly updated news and events around Watty Grahams.  Please also join up to the Watty Grahams Facebook page.  Anyone who wishes to include notices or reports to club notes / website, please email conallmckee@gmail.com.
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